
Reference List for Summaries of Lessons Learned and Recommendations – Neighborhood Planning in Seattle 
 
 
Ref 
# 

Year Authoring body Title Participants of study Context 

1 1994 Seattle Planning 
Commission, 

"Neighborhood Planning 
and Assistance Program 
Evaluation Report: 
Looking at the First Five 
Years"  

Interviewed staff , elected 
officials, surveys to District 
Councils and people involved 
with NH planning 

Purpose was to provide 
guidance about NH 
Planning as related to 
the just started creation 
of the Seattle 
Comprehensive Plan 

2 1996 Cy Ulberg, Research 
Associate Professor, 
Graduate School of Public 
Affairs, UW 

Neighborhood Planning 
Program Evaluation 

Info from interviews of people 
involved in NH Planning, both 
from community and City staff 

Written as first plans 
were transitioning from 
Phase I to Phase II  
 

3 1998 Joint committee of Seattle 
Planning Commission, 
Neighborhood Planning 
Advisory Committee & 
City Neighborhood 
Council  

Joint letter 2 meetings of representatives 
from the 3 bodies. 

Written as the first NH 
Plans were going into 
the Approval and 
Adoption process 

4 1999 Office of City Auditor City of Seattle Citizen 
Participation Process 

Info from records study, 
interviews with elected officials, 
mangers, staff, citizens 

Reviewed two citizen 
participation processes 
related to NH Planning 
and budgeting, during 
adoption of plans 

5 2000 Seattle Planning 
Commission 

Citizen Participation 
Evaluation 

Focus groups and 3 citizen 
roundtables 

First post-adoption 
review of citizen 
participation in NH 
planning 

6 2001 Seattle Planning 
Commission 

Neighborhood Plan 
Stewardship Survey 

Surveyed 40 stewardship 
groups 

Focused on how plan 
stewardship was faring 
at the NH level 

7 2001  League of Women Voters Neighborhood Planning 
and Vision of the City 
Update 

Interviews of plan stewards The “conclusions” were 
not succinctly defined, 
so I used a summary of 



this Study as described 
on page 11 of  #8 
“Urban Village Case 
Studies” 

8 2003 Urban Village Case 
Studies 

Dept of Design, 
Construction and Land 
Use (now DPD) 

Involved NH Plan stewards, city 
staff, elected officials 

Focused on 5 Urban 
Villages to see how the 
UV strategy was working 
8 years after the start of 
NH planning 

9 2007 Office of City Auditor Neighborhood Plan 
Implementation 

Used web based survey & 42 
interviews 

Conducted at the half 
way point of 20 year 
planning cycle 

10 2007 Carmen Sirianni in 
“Journal of the American 
Planning Association” 

Neighborhood Planning as 
Collaborative Democratic 
Design 

Interviewed 33 current and 
former planners, officials and 
neighborhood activists 

Focused on how local 
government can function 
as civic enablers and 
capacity builders for 
collaborative and 
accountable planning 
among neighborhood 
stakeholders and city 
government 

11 2008 Evans School of Public 
Affairs 

Neighborhood Planning in 
Seattle; A Community 
Forum Report 

Summary of forum held March 
2008, invitations extended 

Focused on challenges 
and opportunities in 
going forward with NH 
plan updates 

12 2008 Dept of Urban Design and 
Planning, UW 

Planning for a Successful 
Process: Updating 
Seattle’s Neighborhood 
Plans 

 Compared and 
contrasted NH plan 
processes, expectations 
and outcomes to date. 

      
 


